
 

 

 

Xolile and the heatwaves 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This AI-generated story was inspired by projections of heat for the Northern Cape Province of South 

Africa. The heat became a stark reality in November 2023, with El Niño in full swing. South Africa 

experienced a 9-day long heatwave, with regions of the Northern Cape reaching 46.7° C. 

  



Ten-year-old Xolile walked long distances to school in Upington in Northern Cape Province, South 

Africa. She was a bright-eyed and curious little girl who listened attentively as her teacher introduced 

the concept of heatwaves and climate literacy. As the teacher explained the rising temperatures and 

extreme weather events caused by climate change, Xolile’s interest was piqued. She listened 

attentively, absorbing every word the teacher said, determined to learn as much as she could. 

Armed with newfound knowledge, Xolile returned home that evening eager to share her 

understanding with her family and neighbors. She began by gathering her family around the dinner 

table, recounting the importance of recognizing heat waves and their potential health risks. She spoke 

passionately about the need to stay hydrated, limit outdoor activities during peak temperatures, and 

create a cool and shaded environment at home. Her parents, amazed by their little girl’s grasp of the 

subject, listened intently and promised to implement these safety measures. 

Next, Xolile approached her neighbors, knocking on their doors one by one. She explained how 

heatwaves could adversely impact their health and highlighted practical steps they could take to 

protect themselves and their loved ones. Armed with brochures and leaflets introducing climate 

literacy, Xolile encouraged her neighbors to stay informed, emphasizing the significance of early 

recognition and understanding the signs of heat exhaustion and heatstroke. 

Xolile’s passion for educating her family and neighbors continued to grow. She took it upon herself to 

organize community meetings, inviting local health experts and climate scientists to conduct 

workshops about climate literacy and heatwaves. Her efforts not only educated her community but 

also empowered them to take action. Soon, Xolile’s neighborhood became better prepared, with 

residents installing fans and creating shaded communal spaces where people could seek refuge during 

heatwaves. 

Inspired by Xolile’s determination, her school recognized her exceptional efforts and decided to 

involve her in a larger initiative to raise awareness about climate change and its impact on health. 

Xolile’s journey from an eager student to a climate activist serves as a reminder that the power of 

knowledge, even in the hands of a young girl, can have a significant impact on a community’s health 

and resilience in the face of challenging climate-related issues. 

 

The end! 


